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head of his son Ja'far ibn-'Umar who was the son of the
sister of al-Mukhtar, and he said: ee That is for the head of
al-Husain; and this is for the head of the son of al-Husain
the great/' After this he sent Ibrahim ibn-Malik al-Ashtar
with six thousand men for the battle against 'Ubaidallah
ibn-Ziyad, who was at that time in al-Mausil Avith eighty
thousand of the Syrian army, over whom 'Abd-al-Malik ibn-
Marwan* had placed him as governor. When the two
armies met at the gate of al-Mausil, the Syrian army was
put to flight and seventy thousand of them were killed on
the field of battle, including 'Ubaidallah ibn-Ziyad and al-
Husain ibn-Numair al-Sukuti. Ibrahim ibn-al-Ashtar sent
their heads to .al-Mukhtar, who, when he had succeeded in
becoming governor of al-Kuf ah, al-Jazirah and of al-Mahin
[Persia] as far as the border of Armenia, claimed that he
was a kahin, who wrote rhymed prose like the rhymed prose
of the kahins. It is also said that he claimed an inspira-
tion had come to him; and a specimen of his rhymed prose
is as follows : " By him who has sent down the Koran; and
revealed the Book; and given the laws for religion; and
who disapproves of disobedience; I will kill al-Nu*at2 of
al-Azd and 'Uman, and of Madhhij and Hamadhan, and of
Nahd and Khaulan, and of Bakr and of Hazzan, and of
Thu'al and of Nabhan, and of 'Abs and of Dhubyan, and
of Kais and of cAilan." Then he said: "By the All-hearing
one, the Knowing, the Mighty, the Lofty, the Powerful, the
Wise, the Merciful, the Compassionate, verily I will crush
completely the leaders of the Bani Tahim [Tamim?]."

Then the news of al-Mukhtar reached ibn-al-Hanaflyah
and he was afraid of a religious strife, and desired to go
against al-'Irak so that those who believed in his Imamate
should gather around him. Al-Mukhtar, hearing this, was

1 Ibid., vol. iv, p. 75 et seq.

2  I. Goldziher, Abhandlungen zur Arabischen Philologie, p. 65.
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